
IN the short period of the FG/

Labour government, workers 

pay and conditions have been 

devastated.

Low-paid workers did not 

escape, a vulnerable sector of 

which less than a quarter of em-

ployees are unionised.

Lack of information to work-

ers and passivity by the unions 

was a concern by all of us in-

volved in the Enough campaign, 

and meetings were held across 

the country. 

Clondalkin was the first to 

hold a meeting, invited were 

workers in main shopping cen-

tres, and all the hotels and res-

taurants in the locality.

Some of these workers from 

Clondalkin participated in a 

protest outside the Dail on the 

22nd of June, to coincide with a 

United Left Alliance motion to 

protect our JLC’s.

Minister for Jobs and Enter-

prise, Richard Bruton, in a time 

honoured and cowardly manner 

announced a deal when the Dail 

was not sitting.

This deal will result with the 

number of JLC’s been reduced, 

and an ending of the JLC’s in 

setting Sunday premiums.

Employers will also be able 

to seek derogation through a 

new inability to pay clause.

During elections the coun-

tries biggest union, SIPTU, en-

couraged its 200,000 members 

to vote Labour.

Labour in cabinet went along 

with the attack on the low-paid, 

and are now supporting priva-

tisation of some of our state as-

sets.

Minister Bruton is leading 

the race to the bottom with La-

bours’ support, and both public 

and private workers are target-

ed.

The United Left Alliance 

are involved with a fight back, 

through a grass roots union 

movement involving many un-

ion activists across all working 

sectors.

A conference is to be held on 

October the 1st , this is a result 

of months of hard work by many 

activists.

Workers in Ireland are begin-

ning a fight back, and a ‘Change 

SIPTU’ is another example of a 

movement taking place.

Union activists and workers 

in Clondalkin can contact me 

for further information on these 

movements.

LOW PAID WORKERS 
PAYING FOR THE CRISIS

RESIDENTS of 

Deansrath, Melrose 

and Lindisfarne have 

submitted a petition 

to SDCC asking them 

to consider building 

a path connecting 

the new Grand Canal 

Cycle way to the estates 

adjacent to this great 

amenity. 

Hundreds of people 

signed the petition in 

the locality. 

In the winter 

months it can be very 

difficult to access the 

canal path due to under 

foot conditions.

BY next April the 

waiver system of 

the bin service will 

discontinue. 

In essence the 

full privatisation of 

the service will be 

complete. 

The private 

companies who have 

taken over the service 

will be now asking for 

a flat charge of up to 

60 Euro by the end of 

October just to use 

their service. 

This has been a 

death by a thousand 

cuts to the Council’s 

domestic waste 

collection over the 

years. 

Families are now 

looking at between 

€200 and €350 a year 

for disposal of their 

domestic waste.

AT June’s County 

Council meeting 

Cllr Gino Kenny tabled 

a motion to ask the 

council to review its 

policy on the Councils 

Bye Law on the Control 

of Horses Act. 

This was following 

the impounding of 

horses in the Bawnogue 

area of Clondalkin in 

the early summer. 

It is hoped if the 

Bye Law is amended it 

will give responsible 

horse owners in the 

area more flexibility in 

dealing with the council 

in regards to the 

impounding of horses. 

A new group has 

now been set up in 

the Clondalkin area 

to represent horse 

owners and to look at 

the idea of setting up 

a horse project in the 

Clondalkin area
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Household Charges: 

Ireland’s Poll Tax
FROM January 2012, each house-

hold owner in Ireland will have to 

pay €100 just to live in their own 

dwelling. 

You will have to register for the 

charge online or by post and can 

then pay a once off charge or quar-

terly by direct debit. 

The charge will be levied on 

landlords rather than 

tenants but will, un-

doubtedly, be passed 

on.

Those living in lo-

cal authority owned 

property are exempt. 

Households have 

three months to pay 

and there is then a late 

penalty payment of 

€10 a month

This is an unjust 

tax because a mil-

lionaire and low paid 

worker both pay the 

same charge.  €100 

means nothing to Tony O’ Reil-

ly – but it will cause real hardship 

to people who can barely pay their 

mortgages.

It is undemocratic because it is 

being imposed by the IMF-EU agree-

ment.  It is just another way of making 

us pay for the bail out of the banks.

It is a double tax because we 

are already pay for local services 

through taxes and levies. 

Last year the government hit us 

with a Universal Social Charge and 

changes in tax bands. 

These have already taken €1.5 

billion from PAYE workers – and 

now they want more!

MORE TO COME

If there is no resistance to this 

charge, it will increase dramatically 

in future years.

The IMF-EU deal already states 

that the charge must rise in 2013. 

The Irish Independent is al-

ready predicting an annual property 

charge of €250 a year for the average 

homeowner.

On top of that, we will be forced 

to pay water charges from 2014. 

The government is currently 

wasting €1.5 billion on installing 

meters – when that money could 

be used to fix the piping infrastruc-

ture.

They will, therefore, charge us 

around €300 or €400 just to receive 

our water. 

All of that means a charge of at 

least €500 in three years time.

RESIST

These charges can be defeated by 

mass popular resistance.

In 1994, the Irish 

government was forced 

to withdraw water 

charges from domestic 

users because of a boy-

cott campaign. 

Resistance worked.

In 1990, huge num-

bers protested against 

the poll tax in Britain 

and Maggie Thatcher 

was driven out of of-

fice. Resistance worked 

again.

We can do the same 

against these charges 

if we join in a mass non-payment 

campaign and get onto the streets 

in large numbers.

A series of meeting will be held 

in the comings weeks and months 

in all parts of Clondalkin, Lucan 

and Rathcoole. 

If you would like to get involved 

in the campaign a Anti Household 

Charge Campaign has been set up 

in the above localities. 

Contact Gino for more details
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Cuts to Special Needs Assistants 
and Resource Hours

THIS government is savagely attacking special 

needs educational provision. 

In its election manifesto Labour promised to 

“support schools, parents and children with spe-

cial educational needs by ensuring that necessary 

supports follow a child from primary to second 

level.”

But, Ruairi Quinn, Labour Minister for Educa-

tion has announced a 10% cut to resource hours 

allocated to each school.

The capping of the number of Special Needs 

Assistants at just over 10,000 means those children 

with a wide range of special needs will, at best, have 

to share the services of an SNA, where before they 

would have had exclusive access to an assistant. 

At worst, children may lose their SNA alto-

gether.

In addition, special classes are being removed 

from schools unless there are more than nine stu-

dents with requirement and there are huge gaps in 

the provision of special needs education at second 

level.

The Visiting Teacher for Travellers Service is 

being abolished from September, as are Resource 

Teachers for Travellers.

Waiting lists for psychological assessments & 

speech and language therapy are a national dis-

grace, despite promises by Labour to reverse the 

cuts to psychologists.

In July, over a thousand teachers, SNAs, par-

ents and children protested against these outra-

geous cuts. 

This group played a central part in organising 

this protest and has helped establish a new group to 

fight the cuts as part of the “Enough” campaign.

Social Welfare/ Rent Allowance/Medical Cards
LABOUR Minister Joan Burton’s 

recent remarks, that welfare is 

becoming a ‘lifestyle choice’ for 

some people, was a disgrace.

Labour and Fine Gael want to 

blame the unemployed for their 

plight, instead of the bankers, 

developers and politicians whose 

greed and incompetence caused 

the economic crisis.

In reality, the overwhelming 

majority of those who are now 

unemployed are people with skills 

and energy who want to work, but 

can’t find jobs.

Following Budget 2011, an 

unemployed person over 25 now 

gets just €188 a week to live on. 

For those between 22 and 24 

the figure is €144. 

Young people under 22 have 

just €100 euro to survive on. 

And Joan Burton is not 

precluding more cuts to these 

rates.

In July, Joan Burton announced 

that the Fuel Allowance was being 

cut in the cities from €23.90 to 

€20.00 per month. 

The Household Benefits 

Package, which gives the elderly, 

the disabled, and those on carers 

allowance, a contribution towards 

their ESB, Gas and telephone, will 

also be cut from September.

Rent Allowance is being cut 

or cancelled for some claimants’ 

altogether and Medical Cards are 

being cancelled for people who are 

only a few euro over the income 

limit. 

We say the best way to lower 

the social welfare bill is to create 

real jobs not by terrorising the 

unemployed.

Pupil Power lets FG/LAB know what they 

think of their cuts to SNA’s.

Cuts to Dublin Bus 
OVER the past six months public 

meetings were held in Rathcoole, New-

castle, Neilstown, Bawnogue, John’s 

Wood, Green Park, and Dutch Village; 

to inform residents of proposed cuts by 

Dublin Bus in their areas. 

A series of meetings was held 

across the north and south of the city 

by People Before Profit councillors and 

TD’s. 

These meetings resulted in the 

launching of a city-wide campaign, in 

response to the anger by the people at 

the loss of their bus services.

Local bus protests were held 

through out Dublin, and all of these lo-

calities linked up together to protest at 

Dublin Buses head office in O’Connell 

Street. 

Hundreds of bus passengers 

turned out on the day, and some 50,000 

signatures were handed into Dublin 

Bus management with a submission 

by People Before Profit councillors and 

TD’s.

At the beginning of the year out-

raged Clondalkin residents protested 

when Dublin Bus management were 

in Clondalkin library for consultation 

with members of the public. 

Inside the library, Dublin Bus 

management, was faced with angry 

bus passengers and handed a petition 

with over 6000 local signatures. 

As local councillor for the area, I 

requested that DB give the people of 

Clondalkin an undertaking not to pro-

ceed with any cuts until further con-

sultation with the public.

Early intervention by Clondalkin 

and Rathcoole residents succeeded in 

stopping the proposed cuts to the 68 

and 69 routes. 

This was a direct result of action 

by local people.Dublin Bus cuts are 

been implemented across the city un-

der a FG/Labour led government. 

In 2010 a total of 120 buses was 

taken of the roads, this year they are 

removing a further 90 buses. 

It is estimated some 400 plus buses 

will be slashed by Dublin Bus. 

It is clear pavement for privatisa-

tion to our local services that will dam-

age local links in many areas in Dub-

lin. 

As we go to press it looks like the 

210 Bus service will be cut from its dai-

ly service. 

Dublin’s Bus proposals to reroute 

the 76 away from Ballyfermot has failed 

due to the resistance from users of the 

service in the locality. 

People Before Profit alliance will 

continue their city-wide campaign 

with the people of Dublin to win back 

their local services.

THE Government has announced 

that it will build no more council 

houses! Delivery of social housing 

will now be by an extension of the 

Rental Accommodation Scheme 

(RAS) and long-term leasing. 

These schemes will see coun-

cils rent houses and apartments at 

market value from a landlord and 

use it to house someone from the 

housing list.

The tenant then pays a rent 

to the council at the 10% of their 

income. 

The length of the lease will be 

three, five, ten or twenty years. 

This provides no security for 

the thousands of people on the 

housing list or any hope that they 

will ever get a permanent home of 

their own.

At the present time there are 

still thousands of people on the 

housing list in SDCC. 

With the added confusion that 

SDCC will not divulge where a per-

son is on the housing list, this has 

added confusion to the process of 

being housed by the local authority. 

This new scheme where the pri-

vate sector fills the need for hous-

ing in will only in the long run add 

to confusion.

NEW PLAN FOR SOCIAL HOUSING – 
ANOTHER BAILOUT FOR DEVELOPERS

Clondalkin Residents protesting outside Dublin Bus Headquarters
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